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Mysteriesold
and new

From CHRISTOPHERHOLLIS

in London

WHILE Westminster

has been debating

the freezingof in-
comesand the restof
the worldis con-
cernedwith its grave

and depressingaffairs,

the westof England

— alwaysa littleout
of the current— has
turnedits attentionto
strangerand more
curious interests.
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At Cadburytheyare begin-

ningto digin orderto find

what they are confidentwill
be the real Camelotof King
Arthur.The legendsof King
Arthur, keptaliveby a string

of writers from the mediaeval

Malorydownto T. H. White

in our own day,havealways

had a strange fascination

for
west countrymen.That they
will uncoveran old British

settlementseems almost cer-
tain from the

preliminary

re-
ports.How theywillbe sure
that it belongedto King
Arthuris not quiteso clear.

Meanwhile about the same
shortdistancefrom whereI
writeat Mellsin the

opposite

directionthe learnedhave
giventhemselves

to the un-
ravelling

of the mysteryof the
circleof

Stonehenge.

Stonehenge,as everybody
knows,is a

gigantic circleof
stonesin the middleof Salis-

bury Plain.How our ancestors

got thosestonesthereand why
theywantedto get themthere
are both unsolved mysteries.

ProfessorHoyle,the famous
astronomer,

has in the current

issueof Naturegivenhis sup-
portto the theorythatStone-

hengewas a giganticand
elaborateastronomicalclock
whichwas usedfor the

predict-

tionof
eclipses.

The storyhad firstbeen
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advocatedby Professor
Hawkinsof the Harvard
SmithsonianObservatoryin
America.ProfessorHawkins'

theorieswere violently
attackedby Mr Atkinson,a
Britishauthorityon Stone-
henge,who wrotethe Pelican

bookon the
subject.

He con-
demned Professor Hawkins'
theoriesas tendentious, arro-

gant, slipshodand unconvinc-

ing and askedwhethera bar-
barous and illiteratecom-
munitywhichhas leftus no
other evidenceof numeracy

couldhave been capableof
the elaborate mathematical

calculationswhich Professor
Hawkins ascribedto them.

At firstsightthis argument

from ignoranccappearspow-
erfulbut,how muchdo we
know aboutthe peoplewho
erectedStonehenge?We take
it for granted thattheywere
barbarousbut what do we
know of them?As for their
ignoranceof

mathematics,

the
onethingthatwe do knowof
themis thattheywereat least

capableof
transporting

these
enormousstones from some
distantplace to Stonehenge,

which arguesa certain
capacity.

Professor Hoyle suggests

thattheywere
worshippers

of
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the sun and moonand there-

foregavetheirfirstenergies
to whatwereto them

religious

exercises.

Onlya few milesawayfrom
Stonehengeodderdoingshave
been alleged. Warminster

is a
smallmarketingtown in Wilt-
shireand a

military depot.For
morethana yearnow it has
been allegedthat strangeob-
jects,whichthe

inhabitants

call"thething",havebeenfly-

ing in the sky over
Warminster

and strangehummingshave
beenheardin the air.

A groupwho callthem-
selvesthe BritishUnidentified

Flying ObjectsResearch
Associationhas been formed
and these

enthusiasts

are con-
vincedthat thereis something

strangegoingon thatis of
more than earthlyorigin.
Nearbythereis an

artillery

rangeat
Larkhill

and a bio-
logicalwarfareresearchsta-
tionat Porton. The firstand
obvious temptation

is to say
that theseobjectsare those
that had been used and
launchedby the

military;
pos-

siblesecretobjectswhichthe
military

do not careto talk
about.

But the
researchers

will
havenothing

of it. Theyallege

that a Mrs AnnabellePlow-

man
definitely

saw a circular

objectparkedin the roadon
ShawBridgejustoutsideWar-
ministerlast October.She saw

the occupantswho were wear-
ing one-piecesuits,glistening

trousersand Balaclavahel-
mets. What

subsequently
be-

cameof thesegentlemen

is not
quiteclear.

Dr
Clearybaker,

the head
of the research association,

thinksthat thereare two pos-

sible
explanations

of these
bodies.Eitherthey are from
outerspaceor theyare

objects

from some other dimension

thathavein someway jumped

throughtime.
The firstof thesetwo sug-

gestions

is at any ratethe
more easily

intelligible

and

thereis a lot of
speculation

thesedaysas to whetherthere

is lifeon otherplanets. There

seemsno inherentreasonwhy
there should not be and,if so,
no

inherent reasonwhy justas
we are

discovering

the moon
theyshouldnot at almostthe
same time be

discovering

us.
Strangestoriesaboutflying
saucershave been comingin
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past yearsfrom everycorner
of the world.

But oncethe habitof these

stories startedit wouldnot
seem to me

surprising
that

peoplewith vivid
imaginations

in
different partsof the world

shouldall persuade themselves

that they were seeingthings.


